Chili Dog MVP

Dick Allen,
The ‘72 White Sox

And a Transforming Chicago

“Chili Dog MVP: Dick Allen, The 1972 White Sox and A
Transforming Chicago” re-creates a unique time and place in
baseball and Chicago history, when the arrival of a
controversial slugger lifted the bedraggled Sox out of a
daunting hole and briefly united a fractious fan base for the
two hours-plus he played.

Lead author John Owens, along with Dr. David Fletcher and
George Castle, weave an entertaining narrative of Allen, his
teammates and broadcaster Harry Caray bringing pride to a
franchise that had one foot out of town to Milwaukee just 2
1/2 years previously and equal status in profile with the
dominant Chicago Cubs.

The best baseball books endeavor to re-create the time,
place and “feel” of a team and the people around it. “Chili
Dog MVP” follows in that tradition to recall a more innocent
time in baseball intertwining with the hard truths of a hyper-
political city like Chicago. In both baseball and life, for which
the game is often a metaphor, past is prologue.

For quotes, excerpts, 9 Reasons to Read and Why ‘Chili
Dog MVP’ Is More Than Just A Unique Baseball Book
VISIT

ChiliDogMVP.com

Media Inquiries, email
inquiries@chilidogmvp.com
OR spannozzo@mac.com

PRE-ORDER NOW
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Dick Allen watches his game-winning homer
against the Yankees sail into the left field stands.
Photo credit: Leo Bauby Collection
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DICK ALLEN,
THE '72 WHITE SOX AND
A TRANSFORMING CHICAGO

JOHN OWENS

ano DAVID J. FLETCHER
EDITED BY GEORGE CASTLE

s  FOREWORD BY GOOSE GOSSAGE

About the Cover

You usually can't judge a book by its cover. But in Chili Dog
MVP: Dick Allen, the 1972 White Sox and a Transforming
Chicago, the cover sums it all up.

Only a few artists in the world could capture the spirit of a
book like Todd Radom, who let his imagination run with his
take on the iconic 1972 Sports lllustrated photo of Dick juggling
baseballs while puffing on a cigarette in the Comiskey Park
home dugout.

Key characters of Chili Dog MVP surround Radom'’s period-
piece cover. Harry Caray just starting out in Chicago, an angry
Mayor Daley who sees his power slipping while his beloved
White Sox contend for the AL pennant, a youthful, energetic
Nancy Faust who would invent walk-up music, and the iconic
Sox pitcher Wilbur Wood who represented everyman for the
City of Chicago.

We expected nothing less of Todd, who has been assigned
many Major League Baseball artistic projects through the
decades. One of his most prominent was the 1919-vintage
White Sox uniform worn by the team in the wildly entertaining
Field of Dreams Game in lowa on Aug. 12, 2021. We see other
projects similar to this book coming from our team of authors
and editors, and thus we likely have not seen the last of
Radom'’s cover majesty.
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ARuthors & Editor

John Owens, Author

John Owens is an award-winning media professional with more than 30 years of experience as a
writer, journalist, producer, director and videographer.

He has worked in a variety of capacities in broadcast, print and online — from producer to executive
producer to director to videographer to writer to reporter.

Owens has produced numerous full-length documentaries and programs for broadcast and online
platforms. His film “The City’'s Pastime” received the Chicago/Midwest Emmy Award for best
historical documentary in 2005, and his film “Kenwood’s Journey” won the Chicago/Midwest Emmy
Award for best topical documentary in 2015.

Owens also received honors for his work from the Chicago Headline Club, the Illinois Associated Press Broadcasters Association,
the Digital Edge Awards, the Telly Awards and the National Association of Black Journalists.

His work as a writer and reporter has been featured in the Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Reader, Block Club
Chicago, New City, Reel Chicago, Neiman Reports and other publications.

Owens' broadcast work has been featured on the Decades Network, Me-TV, WGN-TV, CLTV, WYCC-TV (PBS), Fox News Chicago
and Link-TV.

In addition, Owens is also an adjunct professor at the City Colleges of Chicago, where he teaches broadcast writing and
interactive media. He is also the President for the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Chicago/Midwest Chapter.

Dr. David ]J. Fletcher, Author

Dr. David J. Fletcher is a 1972 alum of Glenbard West High School in Glen Ellyn, Ill., where he played
baseball. Sometimes taking three trains as a teenager to go to baseball games in Chicago, Fletcher
attended some 20 White Sox games in 1972, and witnessed first-hand what Dick Allen meant to the
city.

In 1980, he graduated from Rush Medical College, and practiced medicine in the U.S. Army. Along
with his private medical practice Safeworks lllinois (www.Safeworkslllinois.com) in Champaign, IlI.,
Fletcher has become a noted baseball historian.

In July 2005, he was granted the Hilda Award at the Shrine of the Eternals 2005 Induction Ceremony of the Baseball Reliquary in
Pasadena, Calif. The annual award acknowledges a person’s unique passion and dedication to the game of baseball. Fletcher was
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Authors & Editor, continued

recognized for his work for trying to clear the name of former White Sox third baseman and banned Black Sox George “Buck”
Weaver. Fletcher created the website www.ClearBuck.com and is an expert on the Black Sox.

In 2005, Fletcher began efforts to develop the Chicago Baseball Museum (www.ChicagoBaseballMuseum.org), which would
honor Chicago’'s many contributions to the national pastime. In 2007, the CBM, through Fletcher’s efforts, acquired the private
baseball library and papers of sportswriter and MLB's first official historian, Jerome Holtzman.

Fletcher and John Owens have teamed up before for “Buck O’'Neil and Black Baseball in Chicago”, a documentary written and
filmed by Owens. The documentary aired on PBS and won the praise of White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf, who noted that the film
was “vitally important for future generations.” In September 2010, Fletcher screened the documentary at the Baseball Hall of
Fame film festival in Cooperstown, N.Y.

For several years, Fletcher had urged that Dick Allen be recognized for his many contributions to the White Sox franchise. In
2012, he convinced the seven-time All-Star to participate in a two-day event at U.S. Cellular Field, co-hosted by the White Sox.

After the 2012 event, Fletcher became very close to Dick and his family. In September 2020, Dick personally asked Fletcher to
attend the ceremony in Philadelphia to retire his Phillies uniform No. 15. Sadly, in December 2020, Fletcher also served as a
pallbearer for Dick and spoke at his funeral in Wampum, Pa.

George Castle, Editor
Editor George Castle is one of the top authors and historians in baseball and broadcasting today.

An author of 21 books and historian for the Chicago Baseball Museum, Castle turned an avocation
into a vocation. A native of Chicago’s far North Side, he grew up in the cheap seats of Wrigley Field
and old Comiskey Park, paying just $1 to get into the bleachers of the former in the early 1970s.
Sometimes he'd splurge to spend $1.75 on grandstand seats.

On an off-day from his summer stockboy job at the downtown Goldblatt's Department Store, Castle
was an eyewitness to Dick Allen’s prodigious center field homer on Aug. 23, 1972, described in Chili
Dog MVP: Dick Allen, the 1972 White Sox and A Transforming Chicago.

Castle began covering baseball in 1980 at both Chicago ballparks. Castle went on to write for a variety of newspapers and
magazines. He founded “Diamond Gems”, his own syndicated weekly baseball radio show, in 1994. Through spit, gum and wire,
Castle kept “Diamond Gems” on the air for 17 seasons. Castle began his author’s career with the first book published on Harry
Caray after his death in 1998.

Castle has built longstanding connections to a number of Hall of Famers and top baseball personalities, who have helped him in
his coverage. He co-authored The 1969 Cubs with Hall of Famer Fergie Jenkins in 2019.

He is a longtime North Suburban Chicago resident.
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Interviews

Goose Gossage is a Hall of Fame reliever who was a rookie on
the 1972 White Sox and mentored by Dick Allen.

Fergie Jenkins is a Hall of Fame pitcher who was a sometimes
roommate of Dick Allen in the Phillies organization and a
tough mound opponent as a Chicago Cub and Texas
Ranger.

Billy Williams is a Hall of Fame outfielder who was a National
League contemporary of Dick Allen as a Chicago Cub from
1964-71.

Bud Selig is the former commissioner of Major League
Baseball who tried to buy the White Sox and move them to
Milwaukee in 1969.

Dusty Baker is the Houston Astros manager who admired
Dick Allen growing up and was counseled by Allen as a
young Atlanta Brave in 1971.

Jim Kaat was an ace left-handed pitcher who was a Dick Allen
White Sox teammate in 1973-74.

Newton Minow is the former chairman of the FCC who
championed a UHF spectrum on which the White Sox
prematurely placed their TV rights, to disastrous results.,

Richard (Doobie) Allen, Jr. is Dick Allen’s son who was with
him part of the 1972 season.

Hank Allen is Dick Allen's brother and a teammate on the
White Sox.

Ric Allen is Dick Allen’s nephew.

Nancy Faust is the groundbreaking ballpark organist whose
profile increased thanks to Dick Allenin 1972.

Bill Melton was Dick Allen’s White Sox teammate from 1972-
74 and the American League home-run champion in 1971.

Wilbur Wood was the White Sox’s knuckleballing lefty ace who
was Dick Allen’s teammate from 1972-74.

Stan Bahnsen was the White Sox’s top right-handed starter
and a Dick Allen teammate from 1972-74.

Tom Bradley was a White Sox right-handed starter in 1971-72
and a Dick Allen teammate the latter season.

Terry Forster was the White Sox’s 20-year-old southpaw
closer in 1972 and a Dick Allen teammate from 1972-74.
Carlos May was a White Sox outfielder from 1968 to 1975 who

often batted behind Dick Allen in the lineup.
Phil Regan was a longtime National League closer who was
briefly a Dick Allen White Sox teammate in 1972.

Ken Holtzman was a top left-handed starter for the Chicago
Cubs and Oakland Athletics who pitched against Dick Allen
from 1966 to 1974.

Ron Kittle was the White Sox’s AL Rookie of the Year in 1983
who grew up watching Dick Allen in Comiskey Park.

Bruce Tanner was the son of White Sox manager Chuck
Tanner and briefly a big-league pitcher.

Roger Bossard has been the head groundskeeper at two
White Sox ballparks since 1983 after working as father
Gene Bossard’s assistant starting in 1967.

Jim O’Keefe was the White Sox clubhouse attendant who
cooked the chili Dick Allen spilled on his uniform just
before the Chili Dog Homer in 1972.

Jim Riley was a White Sox clubhouse employee during Dick
Allen’s tenure.

Rory Clark was a White Sox batboy during Dick Allen’s tenure.

Glen Rosenbaum was White Sox batting practice pitcher
during Dick Allen’s tenure.

Scott Rosenbaum is the son of Glen Rosenbaum.

Tom Shaer is a longtime Chicago sportscaster, editor, public
relations man and baseball/broadcasting historian.
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Characters

Dick Allen, first base. He was the runaway winner in the 1972 American League Most Valuable Player vote, as he had career-
highs in RBI (113), bases on balls (99) and on-base percentage (.420). The career .292 hitter played for five teams in 15
seasons and is the MLB 19th all-time OPS+ leader (156).

Stan Bahnsen, pitcher. Acquired from New York Yankees prior to the 1972 campaign, the one-time American League Rookie of
the Year posted 21 victories in his first of three seasons with the team.

Harry Caray, radio announcer. After one forgettable season with the Oakland Athletics, the Caray moved to Chicago in 1971 and
his career took off again. In 1989, the St. Louis native received the Ford Frick Award.

Nancy Faust, ballpark organist. Starting in 1970, she spent 41 years with the White Sox and got honored in 2018 with being
inducted into the Baseball Reliquary. Faust invented walk-up music when she played “JC Superstar” when Dick Allen came up
to bat. She started the “Take Me Out the Ballgame” seventh-inning singalong for Harry Caray in 1977.

Terry Forster, pitcher/pinch hitter extraordinaire. Forster saved 29 games in 1972 to rank second in the league. In 1974, he led
the league in saves (24) again before he encountered arm problems. He hit .500 (12 of 24) in the pre-DH days of 1971-72. He
owns the major leagues’ highest batting average with more than 100 plate appearances (.397).

Rich Gossage, pitcher. He posted a 7-1 record in 1972, his rookie season. Three years later, he led the American League in saves
(26) for the first of three times in his career. Rich is a member of the 2008 Hall of Fame class.

Roland Hemond, player personnel director. Hemond was named Executive of the Year in 1972.
Carlos May, outfield. The 1972 season was the best of his nine with the club - .308 batting average, 23 stolen bases.

Johnny Sain, pitching coach. Sain coached nine 20-game winners and for five pennant-winning teams. A four-time 20-game
winner himself, he totaled 139 victories despite a three-year Navy stint in World War Il.

Chuck Tanner, manager. His unbridled optimism and infectious enthusiasm played no small role in team success and his
American League Manager of the Year selection. The His 1979 Pirates team won the World Series in seven games.

Wilbur Wood, pitcher. On the strength of 24 victories and 3760 innings pitched, the southpaw finished second in the Cy Young
Award and seventh in the Most Valuable Player votes. In July 1973, the Hoyt Wilhelm disciple started both games of a
doubleheader against the Yankees in New York. Now 80, the former pharmaceutical sales representative resides in suburban
Boston.

John Allyn, owner. John Allyn assumed ownership of the Chicago White Sox from his brother, Arthur, in 1969 and owned the
team until 1975. He is credited with saving this iconic franchise for Chicago when others tried to move the club to other cities.
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Foreword

& by Goose Gossage, August 2021

1972 was the year | was a rookie, and | was just 20. | made the
club out of spring training as a non-roster invitee after my
1971 Season at Appleton in Class A, where | went 18-2. | made
it to the big leagues in less than two years after scout Bill
Kimball signed me for an $8,000 contract after the White Sox
selected me in the ninth round of the June 1970 draft.

That season was also the year of the first baseball strike. It was
the first of eight MLB strikes that went on. My career started
out on that first strike and my career ended on the last strike
in 1994.

At the end of '72 spring training, we traveled north from
Sarasota to Chicago. They let us off the bus at Comiskey Park
the night we went on strike. Here | am, can’t rub two nickels
together, and | have no place to stay. I'm walking around the
streets of Chicago. | couldn’t get in touch with my sister
Lavone, who lived in the suburbs. So, | spent the night on the
Chicago streets, scared to death, sleeping on a bench.

After the strike was settled and the start of the season was
delayed, | got into the second game of the year at Municipal
Stadium in Kansas City against the Royals in relief of Stan
Bahnsen. It was April 16, 1972. Due to the strike, we only
played 154 games that year.

| inherited runners at second and third with no outs in the
bottom of the fifth. My first big pitch was thrown to Lou
Piniella, who would be my manager in my last stop in the
majors in 1994 when | pitched for Seattle. | pitched around
Lou and ended up walking him to load the bases. | retired the
next three hitters and only allowed one inherited runner to
score.

The inning before | got in the game, | heard my pitching coach

Johnny Sain shout out: “Get Gossage Up!” My heart raced as |
went up the steps of the right field bullpen to get to the
bullpen mound. But Stan got out of trouble in the bottom of
the fourth. | headed back to take a seat back in the bullpen,
only to take a header over the steps into the dugout and fall
right on my face.

Welcome to the big leagues!

It was also in Kansas City that | first met Dick Allen. He didn't
even show up for spring training. And we were so excited
because we got Allen. He didn't disappoint us. He put us on his
shoulders and carried us for the entire 1972 season.

| never saw anybody ever play the game like Dick, and boy, this
is not a slap in the face to anyone else because | played with
tremendous, fantastic Hall of Fame players. But little did |
know that in 1972 | was watching the greatest exhibition of
baseball that | would ever watch in my life. And Dick Allen was
the greatest player that | ever had the privilege of playing with.

In 1972, I'm 20 years old and from that first time that he saw
me throw in Kansas City, Dick Allen took me under his wing
and taught me the game of baseball. He taught me how to
locate fastballs and sequences of pitches. It was an education
that all the money in the world could not pay for. That's how
much this guy means to me. | absolutely loved that man. He
was so misunderstood.

He was the ultimate free spirit. There was not an ounce of BS
in Dick Allen. He was a man’s man. | saw him in the dugout
several times, guys would be joking around and not watching
the game and screwing around and Dick would go, “Hey, why
don't you (bleep) watch the game, you might learn
something...Get your goddamn head in the game.” You could
hear a pin drop.
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Foreword, continued

| said the stars were aligned when | got into the big leagues in
72 with Johnny Sain — the guru of the off-speed pitch — along
with manager Chuck Tanner, who believed in me. And | had
Dick Allen take me under his wing and teach me how to pitch.

Johnny and Chuck were so important to my development.
During a White Sox off-day in the "71 season, Chuck had even
traveled to the Quad Cities where we were playing a road
game to teach me the mechanics of throwing the changeup.
This middle-of-the-season instruction from the big-league club
manager when | was in A-ball really made a difference and
helped launch my Hall of Fame career.

Johnny and Dick made me become a serious student of the
game by telling me how to pitch and approach hitters. It was
an incredible education — Dick is in one ear and Sain in the
other ear!

Thirty-six years later, in 2008, | was inducted into the Hall of
Fame. Dick and Chuck showed up to surprise me the day
before the induction. In my Hall of Fame induction speech and
during the pre-ceremony press conference, | credited Dick,
Chuck and Johnny Sain for getting me to Cooperstown.

Nineteen seventy-two was also the year | first got called
Goose. | roomed with Tom Bradley, who was four years older
and had already had three years in the big leagues. Tom,
whose IQ exceeded the top speed of his fastball by at least 30
points and was still working on completing his degree in
classical studies at the University of Maryland, first called me
“Goss.” Later, he changed it to “Goose” because he said |
resembled a big ol' long-necked goose when was on the
mound looking into reading the catcher’s signs.

Thanks to Tom Bradley, | was no longer Rich Gossage and
would be forever known as Goose.

The big highlight for me during my rookie season in 1972 was
my first appearance at Yankee Stadium on September 1 in the

bottom of the sixth inning. My dad, Jake Gossage, died in 1968
and he was a Yankees fan and told everyone in Colorado
Springs that | would someday pitch in the majors. When | toed
that rubber in Yankee Stadium, | had the most incredible
feeling knowing that my dad knew that his dream for his
youngest son had come true. It was an out of body
experience.

After we had been eliminated by Oakland the last week of the
season, Chuck had told Wilbur Wood he could go home a
couple days early.

| had convinced Chuck that | could start in place of Wilbur in
Game 154 in Minnesota on Wednesday October 4, to end the
season. The night before we had a celebration party at the
Lemington Hotel, and | got only a couple hours sleep and was
hung over. | lasted just three innings and gave up nine earned
runs and 13 hits. My perfect winning record of 7-0 was
blemished with the loss and my ERA ballooned from 3.49 to
4.28 to finish my rookie year.

Chili Dog MVP: Dick Allen, The 1972 White Sox and a
Transforming Chicago tells the story of Dick Allen and my 1972
teammates. We almost won the AL West that year. We had
erased Oakland's eight-and-a-half-game lead on July 19to go
up by a game-and-a-half on August 26. We finished the year 87
-67 and we had the second-best record in the American
League.

My '72 White Sox team made it exciting for fans to come to the
great cathedral, Comiskey Park. We were 55-23 at home that
season!

During my memorable rookie year, | got a first-hand seat to
watch Dick Allen have the best year of any baseball player |
have ever seen in my 22-year major-league career.

Page 8



.’ ; £
*ﬁ@“i 3'*

RAAR

1972 CHICAGO WHITE SOX 1972

FRONT ROW (left o right) Batboys: Jim Riley , Rory Clark, and Joe White.

SECOND ROW (seated) : Carlos
Coack ; Coa

1972 Chicago White Sox Team. Photo credit
Chicago White Sox. Download Image... (2 MB)

Dick Allen addresses well-wishers at the 40th

anniversary celebration of his MVP season at
Guaranteed Rate Field in 1972. Photo credit
Mike Gustafson, Owner Gustafson
Photography
MikeGustafsonPhotography.com.

Download Image... (4 MB)

Photos

40th anniversary celebration: Dick Allen and
Dr. David Fletcher at the Dick Allen Tribute
on June 26, 2012. Artwork Grant Smith,
Grant9Smith.com; photo credit Mike
Gustafson, Owner Gustafson Photography
MikeGustafsonPhotography.com.
Download Image... (2 MB)
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Harry Caray had begun his shirtless
broadcasts from the bleachers in tropical St.
Louis. But Harry became even more a cult
figure stripped to the waist in center field at
Comiskey Park, waving his fishnet at a Dick
Allen homer landing nearby on Aug. 23,
1972. Photo courtesy of the Chicago Tribune/
TCA. Download Image... (4 MB)

Dick Allen (from left), Bill Melton and Goose
Gossage pose with mascots the White Sox
commissioned on the 40th anniversary
celebration of the 1972 team on June 25,
2012. Photo credit Mike Gustafson, Owner
Gustafson Photography
MikeGustafsonPhotography.com.
Download Image... (260 KB)

Mayor Richard J. Daley (right) with Bill Veeck
at his final White Sox home opener in 1976.
Photo credit Leo Bauby Collection.
Download Image... (3 MB)
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Two masters of their craft. Nancy Faust (left)
lets knuckleball ace Wilbur Wood sound a
few notes on her organ. Photo credit Leo
Bauby Collection.

Download Image... (6.8 MB)

Dick Allen was known as one of the best
baserunners of his era. Here he takes out a
Cleveland Indians fielder at second base.
Photo credit Leo Bauby Collection.
Download Image... (351 KB)

Owner John Allyn (left) never regretted hiring
Roland Hemond as his top personnel man.
Hemond's trades, paced by Dick Allen,
turned the White Sox around in two years.
Photo credit Leo Bauby Collection.
Download Image... (3 MB)

Welcoming Dick Allen to the White Sox on
April 1, 1972 were owner John Allyn (left) and
manager Chuck Tanner, who believed he
could handle Allen well as a fellow western
Pennsylvania native.

Download Image... (141 KB)
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White Sox wives all donned hot pants and
team jerseys for a special promotion at
Comiskey Park in 1972. Photo credit Leo
Bauby Collection.

Download Image... (312 KB)
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Celebrated White Sox pitching coach Johnny
Sain (No. 33) is on the Comiskey Park dugout
steps, eager for the 1972 season to begin on
the delayed Opening Night. Photo credit Leo
Bauby Collection.

Download Image... (623 KB)
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